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WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
We pray that you are blessed by God’s Word in worship today. The order of 
worship is printed here, is projected on the screen, and live-streamed 
at www.stjohnsmontello.org. Restrooms are located in the link way, out the 
church entryway, to the left and down the stairs.  At Emmanuel, they are located 
in the Parish Hall. A nursery changing station is located in the lower level of St. 
John’s. 
 

IDENTITY REVEALED 
 “Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” It is the season when you see 
Jesus begin his public ministry, revealing the reason the Son of God came to earth. 
During Epiphany, you will come to understand that when the true identity of Jesus is 
revealed, you realize your own true identity as well. 
 

JESUS IS THE LIGHT 
The prophet Isaiah vividly described humanity as “people walking in darkness.” Then he 
foretold that a light would shine on them. Enveloped by sin, suffering, and death, we find 
our minds and hearts clouded. But Jesus is revealed as the promised light. He shines his 
light by preaching repentance and the good news of the kingdom. Our Savior is the 
Light of the world, and we reflect his light onto everyone around us. 
 

 
Today’s Worship Leader: Pastor David Haag (WLA) 

Today’s Accompanist: Mrs. Donna Kuenn 
 

 
A PRAYER to TRUST GOD’S PROMISES 

Gracious Lord, your promises are trustworthy and true because you only speak 
the truth and cannot lie. So, when I doubt them or struggle to believe them, the 

issue is never on your end, but always on mine. Whether I question them because 
they seem too impossible or because I know I am too unworthy, put my doubts 
to rest. Erase them and replace them with unwavering confidence in all that you 
say and do, knowing that your commitment to me and your dedication to my 

salvation are unyielding. Help me see all the ways you keep your promises on a 
daily basis, and firm up my faith as a result. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

http://www.stjohnsmontello.org/
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Today's Order of Worship 
 

OPENING HYMN: 792 O Trinity, Most Blessed Light 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  We have offended 
you and sinned against your holy law.  We have done those things that we should 
not have done, and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your 
promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and 
freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

KYRIE  
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
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Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
 

Amen. 
 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. We praise 
you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your 
great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take 
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; 
receive our prayer. You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with 
authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good 
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the 
captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 8:19-9:4 
The prophet foretold that people walking in darkness would see a great light. 

19When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, 
should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 
20Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21Distressed and hungry, they will 
roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking 
upward, will curse their king and their God. 22Then they will look toward the earth and 
see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter 
darkness. 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In 
the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he 
will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—2The people 
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice 
before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the 
plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 27A The LORD Is My Light 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 2:3-11 

God’s children walk in the light of Christ by living in love for God and for one another. 
3We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4Whoever says, “I 
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that 
person. 5But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This 
is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 
7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had 
since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am writing 
you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
and the true light is already shining. 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a 
brother or sister is still in the darkness. 10Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives 
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in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11But anyone who hates 
a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know 
where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus is the light of the world; 
In him we have the light of life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus preached the light of the gospel to a world in the darkness of unbelief. 
12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13Leaving 
Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun 
and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 15“Land of Zebulun 
and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned.” 17From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18As Jesus was walking beside the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They 
were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20At once they left their nets and followed 
him. 21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus 
called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 904 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
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SERMON: Isaiah 60:1-3 “God Shines The Light 1. On Us 2. Through Us 
1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 2See, 
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon 
you and his glory appears over you. 3Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 
 

NICENE CREED: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in 
unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift 
of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you 
for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 
 



8 
 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 
them in lives of faith. 
 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly 
walks of life. 
 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 
administer, and judge our laws. 
 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose 
work is difficult or dangerous. 
 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those 
who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws 
near. 
 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. Silent prayer 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now 
rest from their labors.  Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 
 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
 

Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
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 Lift up your hearts. 
 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived 
among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and 
truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, blessed is he, 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in 
the highest. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 
the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. As we remember Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your 
Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so 
that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, 
O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. O 
Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. O 
Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 
Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: 381 The People Who in Darkness Walked 
 

Acknowledgments 
Service Setting One from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All 
rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by 

Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
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CALL MEETINGS Are Scheduled 
Sunday morning, February 8th, following the 10AM worship in Montello, a call meeting 
will take place to call a pastor for Emmanuel/St. John’s. 
January 26th, a call meeting is scheduled to call for CALA principal and 1-2 grade teacher 
for the 2025-276 School year. 
 
Princeton Pastor Call 
St. John’s, Princeton, has called Pastor Mark Luetzow to be their pastor. He now serves 
as president of our synod prep school in Saginaw, MI, Michigan Lutheran Seminary. 
 
Habakkuk is Back! 
Bible study is back this Wednesday, January 28th - 
10:30AM and 6:30PM. Come and join the group in 
reading this fascinating and instructive Old Testament 
book. The prophet offers some realistic concerns to 
God, and God gives answers only he can give.  He 
turns worry into worship. 
 
This Week of January 25th – Feb 1st 
MON 26th CALA Basketball at Pardeeville 4:30 & 5:30pm 
TUES 27th Joint Worship Committee at 6:30PM in lower level. 
WED 21st  Public School Catechism Class 5:00pm 
  Bible Class at 10:30Am and 6:30PM 
THU  22nd  GriefShare at St. John’s, 6:00pm 
FRI 30th CALA Basketball at Markesan 4:00, 5:00 and 6:00 pm 

Next Sunday, January 25 - Worship 8:00am at Emmanuel and 10:00 at St. John’s. 
Pastor Bill Runke and Mr Bob Mateske return to lead worship. 

 
GriefShare is held at St. John’s on Thursdays at 6:00pm. If you have questions call 
Mark Emond 608-697-1600 and leave a message if no answer. GriefShare is a safe, 
welcoming support group where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. In this 
13-week program, you’ll discover what to expect in the days ahead and what’s “normal” 
in grief. There are no neat, orderly stages of grief, but you’ll learn helpful ways of 
coping with grief in all its unpredictability and gain solid support each step of the way. 



12 
 

From Our Little Lambs Ministry 
Our Little Lambs Childcare continues to need your prayers and support. Special gifts 
designated for future tuition assistance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Give 
that prayerful consideration in 2026.  

 
Little Lambs Assistant Teacher Needed 
Monday through Friday 8:00-11:30, February-May. Please email Mrs.Straschinske if you 
are interested in learning more about the position. lladmin@stjohnsmontello.org  
 
Thank You to Those Who Serve as Ushers at St. John’s! 
Thank you to today’s ushers are: Ben Jaster, Jacob Jaster, Jeff Reimer and Mark Emond. The 
ushers for Feb. 1st are: Matthew Kath, Glen Bubolz, Martin Schmanke.   
 
Worship Attendance Last Week 
Emmanuel 39 
St. John’s 55 
 
St. John’s Financials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Points of Interest (July-December) - Checkbook balance has gone from $60,542 on July 1 
to $79,716 end of December, while at the same time funding some large expenditures 
from dedicated accounts - o $2,924 for re-roofed garages (Church General account), 
$7,382 classroom cooler/heater units (School General account), o $6,805 Little Lambs 
tuition assistance (Tuition Assistance account) … Member offerings of $130,914 were 
about 13% under $150,000 budgeted. Total income of $211,844 was about 6% under 
$224,434 budgeted. St. John’s Princeton continues to support Little Lambs Learning 
Center, donating $2250/month ($27,000 FY commitment). Emmanuel has been paying 
25% of our monthly commitment ($11,752) to CALA for over a year. Continued financial 
support from Emmanuel in 2026 is uncertain… Expenses of $179,616 were about 10% 
under $200,619 budgeted. Net income of $32,228 was ahead of $23,815 budgeted. 
We appreciate and thank our brothers and sisters at Emmanuel and St. John’s Princeton 
for their financial support in educating our youth. 

mailto:lladmin@stjohnsmontello.org
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2026 Offering envelopes for St. John’s are available in the linkway. For Emmanuel they 
are available in the Parish Hall.  
 
St. John’s offering statements; there is a signup sheet in the linkway if you would like an 
offering statement.  
 
St. John's Shepherds Program 
After thought and discussion and with the recommendation of the elders and church 
council, the voter's meeting earlier this month resolved to discontinue the Shepherds 
Program at St. John's. For 20+ years many faithful volunteers served as shepherds for 
small groups of our church membership. The original intent of the program was to assist 
the elders and pastor in keeping contact with members of the congregation, making 
contacts, offering encouragement, and keeping a helpful eye on the sheep. However, times 
change, and ministry needs  change. The program was no longer meeting its 
original goals. It became harder to find volunteers to serve. It is time to step back and 
perhaps retool the program in the future. A huge thanks to all those who served as 
shepherds in the past and those currently serving. 
 
Parsonage Painters Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help paint the interior of the Parsonage. If you can help out, 
please contact Jacob Jaster at  jakej.jastersag@outlook.com 
 
LENT?!? 
In less than a month, the holy season of Lent begins. Begin to make your plans to make 
the 40-day journey to the cross with your Savior. Ash Wednesday is February 18. We 
have Lenten devotions at Emmanuel, 3:30 and St. John’s, 6:30. 
 

                

mailto:jakej.jastersag@outlook.com
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The Seventeenth Annual Men of His Word Conference 
Saturday, February 21, 2026/Oshkosh Waterfront Hotel and 

Convention Center – Oshkosh, WI 
Register at: www.menofhisword.org 

 
An Invitation from St. John’s Princeton 
On Saturday, February 7th, the doors of St. John's 
gym on Clinton St, across from Wachholz Funeral 
Home, will be open at 5:45pm for all girls ages 3-12 
to come and enjoy a night of games, snacks, a photo 
booth and of course dancing!  The dance will go 
from 6-8 pm.  Girls may be escorted by Dads, 
Grandpas, Uncles or any other person that fits that 
roll.  Just like last year, participants can expect to 
hear some of their favorite songs and enjoy fun, 
interactive games like "How well do you know your 
daugther," the Limbo and a disco dancing 

competition.  The photo booth and a variety of refreshments will be available all 
evening.  We ask that you register ahead of time.   You can pre-register off the link on our 
church website www.sjlprinceton.com It would help us in planning how many would be 
attending.  St John's is happy to offer this event free of charge event in order to give dads 
and daughters a chance to spend quality time together and make a lasting memory.  Feel 
free to invite other friends and family with daughters to the dance. 

http://www.sjlprinceton.com/
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Welcome to Our Visitors - Help Us Stay In Touch 

Scan the barcode using your smartphone camera and fill out the prompted 
information…OR… fill out the attendance card located at the end of each 

pew and place it in the offering plate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacancy Pastor: Bruce Hanneman 507-317-5772 bwhanny@frontier.com 
CALA Principal  principal@christalonelutheranacademy.net 

Mr. Martin Raasch - Grade 6-8  mraasch@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Miss Beth Barenz - Grade 3-5  bbarenz@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wolter – K-2 ewolter@christalonelutheranacademy.net 

Miss Rachel Huebner - Little Lambs Teacher -littlelambs@stjohnsmontello.org 
Mrs. Sylvia Straschinske - Little Lambs Director -lladmin@stjohnsmontello.org 

Mrs. Jorgia Kempley – CALA Secretary -
secretary@christalonelutheranacademy.net 920-481-9002 

St. John’s Church Office: Matthew Kath 608-297-2866/608-494-0167 
Church/School Address: 313 E Montello St. Montello, WI 53949 

Church Email: scsecretary@stjohnsmontello.org 

mailto:bwhanny@frontier.com
mailto:principal@christalonelutheranacademy.net
mailto:mraasch@christalonelutheranacademy.net
mailto:bbarenz@christalonelutheranacademy.net
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