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389 How Good, Lord, to Be Here CW 389 

 

 
 
5 But you, Lord, do not stay. 

    With mercy resolute 
you leave this glorious hill to die— 
    our perfect substitute. 

 
6 How good, Lord, to be here! 

    Yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount, 
    come with us to the plain. 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6): Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt.; (st. 5): Bryan Gerlach, b. 1954 
Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. 
Text (st. 5): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6) and tune: Public domain 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
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Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the mysteries 
of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came from the bright 
cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make us co-heirs of glory 
with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading 2 Kings 2:1–12a 

 1When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 
on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 
 But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they 
went down to Bethel. 
 3The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that 
the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” 
 “Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” 
 4Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 
 And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they 
went to Jericho. 
 5The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know 
that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” 
 “Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.” 
 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 
 And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two 
of them walked on. 
 7Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place 
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and 
struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them 
crossed over on dry ground. 
 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am 
taken from you?” 
 “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 
 10“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, 
it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.” 
 11As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 
12Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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2A You Are My Son Psalm 2A 

 

 
  
Why do the / nations rage? 
   Why do the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed One.    Refrain 
  
He who sits in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying, 
   “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”    Refrain 
  
I will declare the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the / Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: translation 
Tune: Thomas Pavlechko 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 

 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that 
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displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we preach is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 9:7 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

 

Gospel Mark 9:2–9 

 2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, 
where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became 
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared 
before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
 5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6(He did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) 
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 7Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 
 8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what 
they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

388 Down from the Mount of Glory CW 388 
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Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905–1996 
Tune: Bartholomäus Helder, 1585–1635 
Text: © 1968 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 

The Sacrament 
 

Preface CW 165 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us 
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 



13 
 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

 

662 Draw Near CW 662 
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Latin, 7th cent., abr. 
Tune: Steven R. Janco, b. 1961 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1992 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713 
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
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