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Pastor Zietlow’s Sermon: 
Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice: The Lord Is Near” 

 
 

WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
We pray that you find comfort, peace, and motivation through God’s Word today. 
In our worship bulletin, you will find an outline of today’s order of worship. The 
entire service can be found in the hymnal, up on the screen on Sunday at St. John’s 
and Emmanuel and livestreamed at www.stjohnsmontello.org  and also at St. 
John’s in the Lower Level. At St. John’s, the restrooms are located in the link way, 
out the church entry way, to the left and down the stairs.  At Emmanuel, they are 
located in the Parish Hall. You may also find a nursery changing station in the 
lower level of St. John’s. 
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OPENING HYMN: 491 “Come, You Thankful People, Come”  
 
Stand 
 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! 
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, 
that I may follow it to the end. 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
a light on my path. 
Faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 
 
CONFESSION  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But 
Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in 
him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for your learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be Seated. 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Adult Choir sings: “A Song of Thanksgiving” 

READING: 2 Samuel 7:18–22 
 18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: “Who am I, Sovereign 
LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 19And as if this were not 
enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the future of the 
house of your servant—and this decree, Sovereign LORD, is for a mere human! 20“What 
more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign LORD. 21For the sake of 
your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known 
to your servant. 22“How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and 
there is no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. 
 
PSALM: 100B “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  
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Text: William Kethe, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 
Tune: Public domain 

 
READING: Philippians 4:4–9 (Sermon Text)  
 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident 
to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 8Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Stand 
Gospel Acclamation Psalm 136:1 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 7:36–50  
 36When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37A woman in that town who lived a sinful life 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an 
alabaster jar of perfume. 38As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to 
tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41“Two people owed money to a certain 
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42Neither of them 
had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will 
love him more?” 43Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44Then he turned toward the woman and said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water 
for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did 
not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my 
feet. 46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. 
But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” 49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 50Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Be Seated. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 598 “Now Thank We All Our God”  
 

SERMON: Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice: The Lord Is Near” 
 
Stand. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
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Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; 
in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my relief. 
Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of our conscience. Comfort and 
save us in your patient compassion. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power of your promises. Take away 
our confusion and doubt. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us confident to take you at your 
word and to follow you in faith. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your truth. Fill us with your love, that 
we may love you and one another. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus. 
 
OFFERING & PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified. 
Receive our prayers for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocations and 
ministries they may truly serve and honor you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us and 
keep us. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: 844 “What God Ordains Is Always Good”  
 
Acknowledgments 
Service of Word and Prayer from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are 

from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in 
partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 
Concordia Publishing House. 
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Help us stay in touch! 

Scan the code below using your smartphone camera and fill out the prompted 
information. Don’t have a smartphone? That’s ok! Fill out an attendance card 

located at the end of each pew and place it in the offering plate located at the entry of 
each church.  

Welcome to our visitors! 
Find & Like us on Facebook 

Visit our website: www.stjohnsmontello.org 
Pastor Pete Zietlow: 608-408-7830, Email: zietlowPL6@hotmail.com 
Principal & 6-8 Grade Teacher: Larry Sellnow: 920-481-9002 ext.102  

Email: principal@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
3-5 Grade Teacher: Beth Barenz: 920-481-9002 ext.103 

bbarenz@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
1-2 Grade Teacher: Shelley Myers: 920-481-9002 ext.201 

smyers@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Kindergarten Teacher: Lynn Sellnow: 920-481-9002 ext.202 

lynnsellnow@christalonelutheranacademy.net  
Little Lambs Director: Barbara Stelter: 920-481-9002 ext. 203 

littlelambs@stjohnsmontello.org 
CALA Secretary/Office: Ciara Neuhauser: 920-481-9002 

 School Email: secretary@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Church Office: Matthew Kath 608-297-2866/608-494-0167 

Church/School Address: 313 E Montello St. Montello, WI 53949 
Church Email: scsecretary@stjohnsmontello.org 

 

http://www.stjohnsmontello.org/
mailto:scsecretary@stjohnsmontello.org

