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Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We
have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you
and sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have
done, and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us,
Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for
what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
First Reading Acts 17:22-31

22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that
in every way you are very religious. 3For as [ walked around and looked carefully at your
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are
ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.

24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and
does not live in temples built by human hands. 2And he is not served by human hands, as if he
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 2°From
one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. ’God did this so that they
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one
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of us. 2‘For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 3°In
the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent. 3'For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Tune: John Wainwright
Text: © 2003 Psalmody Committee, Free Church of Scotland. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228
Tune: Public domain

Second Reading 1Peter 3:13-22

BWho is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? “But even if you should suffer for
what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” >But in your
hearts revere Christ as Lord.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
1®keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 7For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing
good than for doing evil. ®For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.
YAfter being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 2°to
those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the
ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, *and this
water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but
the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
22who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in
submission to him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation John 14:15,16
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Gospel John 14:15-21

5“If you love me, keep my commands. *And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— "7the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with
you and will be in you. ®I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. “Before long, the
world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 2°0On that
day you will realize that [ am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. ®*Whoever has
my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Sermon

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love
like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those
who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend
those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has

forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
9



Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour out
your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give patience
and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored
everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world
and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became
obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed
us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life
with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear
our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance

of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Tune: adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867; Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827
Text and tune: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Text: tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.; Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain
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